
The South Troy Brownfields Pilot Program is 
funded by the US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and designed to help the City 
of Troy return unused and deteriorated prop-
erties to productive use.   

This $250,000 grant can be used to assess 
environmental contamination and requires 
that $50,000 be used to benefit land that is 
planned for public space such as parks, 
trails or plazas.  This grant cannot be used 
to clean up contamination (it is for assess-
ment only), but the City intends to apply for 
additional funds for environmental clean up. 

The City has selected three sites for assess-
ment using funds from this grant (see story 
above).  The sites were selected using a 
painstaking selection process that included 
significant community input. 

The original study area included fifty-four 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 

I am pleased to announce the 
preliminary site selection in the 
South Troy Brownfields project.  
Community support of this pro-
ject has been substantial, and I 

look forward 
to hearing 
your com-
ments on 
our selection 
at the April 
23 public 
meeting. 

The three 
selected 
sites (King 
Fuels, Sco-

lite and the South Troy Industrial 
Park) together make up almost 
fifty acres of under-utilized land 
in South Troy. 

Having these sites assessed for 
environmental contamination 
takes us one step closer to put-
ting these sites back into produc-
tive use.  I’m also pleased that a 
considerable portion of these 
sites — including the entire Sco-
lite site and a significant portion 
of the King Fuels site — is cur-
rently planned for use as public 
or green space.  As we all know, 
South Troy needs more green 
space. 

I look forward to continuing to 
work with you as we take this 
next step towards implementing 
our shared vision for South Troy.  

 
  

Mayor Mark P. Pattison 

Visit us online: www.TroyNet.net/brownfields 

See ASSESSMENT on page 3 ► 

The City of Troy has made a preliminary se-
lection of three sites for environmental as-
sessment using funds provided by the US 
EPA.  These sites will be presented to the 
public for comment at a community meeting 
on April 23, 2003 at 7:00 PM at the Polish 
American Club on First Street in South Troy. 

The three sites are the ‘King Fuels’ site lo-
cated at the Wynants Kill, the ‘Scolite’ site 
located at the Poesten Kill and the ‘South 
Troy Industrial Park’ located off Main Street.  
Please see the story below for more informa-
tion about how these three sites were se-
lected, and the map and story on pages 
2 & 3 for more about the sites.  

Once the City has incorporated any feedback 
received at the April 23 meeting, Sterling 
Environmental Services will develop the EPA 
required documents that specify exactly 
what testing will be done.  The City hopes 

that EPA approval of these documents 
will come in time to allow the testing to 
occur this summer or fall. 

A separate plan will be developed for 
each site based on its characteristics 
including topography, soil conditions 
and historical uses.  While the final test 
plan will be developed in coordination 
with the EPA over the next few months, 
we anticipate that all plans will include 
surface and subsurface soil testing to 
determine the presence of coal tar, 
petroleum, industrial solvents and a 
variety of other pollutants. 

Surface soil (up to 12” in depth) will be 
collected using a simple scoop or 
shovel.  Subsurface soil (from 12” to 
12’ in depth) will be collected using 
either “direct push” sampling or “soil 
boring”.   

South Troy Sites to be Assessed 

Project Overview 

parcels located in South Troy between 
Liberty Street and the Rensselaer 
County Sewage Treatment Facility. 

These parcels were narrowed down to 
ten ‘candidate sites’ using criteria de-
veloped by the City and the Consultant 
Team and revised with input from the 
Brownfields Task Force.  The Task 
Force includes a broad array of com-
munity members including neighbor-
hood residents, local businesses, rep-
resentatives of regulatory agencies and 
other stakeholders. 

The criteria were presented to the pub-
lic for comment on November 22, 
2002 and were then applied to the 
sites in the study area.  A computer 
model was used to select a preliminary 
list of candidate sites.  This preliminary 

See OVERVIEW on page 2 ► 
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Depending on EPA approval, the 
site assessment should be com-
pleted some time this summer or 
fall.  The results of the assess-
ments will be presented to the 
public at a public meeting. 

Once the assessment results are 
in, the EPA grant also provides 
funding for a ‘remedial’ plan for 
one of the three sites.  The reme-

This map shows the Troy waterfront  between the  
Congress Street and Troy-Menands Bridges 

Know anyone else who 
would like to  

receive this newsletter? 
 

Contact Andrea Poley 
at 270-4557 or 

andrea.poley@troyny.org  
 

Visit us online: www.TroyNet.net/brownfields 

dial plan will specify the 
types of technology that will 
be used to remediate any 
environmental concerns 
found at the site.  The re-
medial plan will be pre-
sented to the public at a 
final community meeting. 

The City will submit sam-
pling plans for the three 

priority sites to the EPA 
this spring.  Once the City 
receives approval from 
the EPA to begin testing, 
the balance of the project, 
including testing, analysis 
and remedial planning, 
should take approximately 
six to eight months.  

Scolite 

South Troy Industrial Park 

King Fuels 

“A positive attitude may 

not solve all your 

problems, but it will 

annoy enough people to 

make it worth the 

effort.” 

- Herm Albright 

Page 2 

South Troy Brownfields Task Force 

What’s Next? 

Assessment Sites Map 
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The ‘Scolite’ site, located on 
the river between the 
Poestenkill and Madison 
Street, occupies an impor-
tant place in the history of 
Troy’s iron industry.   

Several of the historic struc-
tures that were part of the 
Rensselaer Iron Company 
still stand on the site, but are 
deteriorating daily. 

The site is just less than six 
acres and occupies an excel-
lent location at the juncture 
of the Poestenkill and the 
Hudson River.   

The City currently owns this 
site and hopes to develop it 
for public and green space.

Scolite 
The ‘South Troy Industrial 
Park’ is a large site — almost 
24 acres — located on the 
river between Van Buren 
Street and the Jail. 

This site was historically the 
site of Republic Steel and is 
now owned by the Rensse-
laer County IDA.  The IDA is 
actively marketing the site for 
light industrial use.  Several 
development opportunities 
have fallen through due to 
concern about environmental 
contamination.   

Using EPA funds to assess 
this site should help clarify 
the true costs of environ-
mental remediation and pro-
vide the certainty needed to 
market the site successfully.  

Industrial Park 
The ‘King Fuels’ site is lo-
cated just north of the Troy 
Menands bridge.     

Historically the site of a 
manufactured gas plant, this 
site is part of a consent order 
between Niagara Mohawk 
and DEC to clean up con-
tamination from that use. 
EPA funds would be used to 
assess contamination that is 
not addressed by the NiMo 
agreement. 

The City is working to create  
a linear river front park on 
this site.  This unique loca-
tion will provide access to the 
Wynants Kill and the Hudson 
River and serve as a destina-
tion along the Riverfront Bike 
Way.  

King Fuels 

“If we keep on doing 

what we’ve been doing, 

we’ll keep on getting 

what we’ve been 

getting. 

- Unknown 

Site Descriptions 

Direct Push Sampling Machine 

Since January 29th, the Con-
sultant team developed a 
‘site profile’ for each candi-
date site and the Task Force 
has met several times to 
review the site profiles, tour 
the sites and provide the City 

list was reviewed and re-
vised by the Task Force and 
the final list of ten candidate 
sites was presented for pub-
lic comment at a community 
meeting on January 29, 
2003. 

with their final feedback on 
the ten candidate sites. 

The City hopes to finalize this 
preliminary selection shortly 
after the April 23 public 
meeting.  

Overview (continued from page 1) 

Assessment (continued from page 1) 

samples at specific depths. 

All samples will be analyzed 
for a variety of pollutants 
including VOCs and SVOCs 
(Volatile and Semi-volatile 
Organic Compounds such as 
acetone), PCBs and priority 
pollutant metals such as 
lead and mercury. 

All analysis will be completed 
by commercial labs selected 
from the Department of 
Health’s Environmental 

Laboratory Approval Program 
(ELAP) list of laboratories. To 
ensure quality, a third party 
‘data validator’ will verify the 
lab’s work.  

“Direct Push” sampling 
(sometimes called 
“geoprobe”) involves driving 
a hollow tube into the 
ground.  Imagine a soda 
straw being pushed into a 
cake.  “Soil Boring” uses a 
hollow drill to drill a deep 
hole.  Several times during 
the drilling process a tube is 
threaded through the hollow 
drill bit and pushed into the 
soil just below the bit, allow-
ing the technician to take 

Do you have an email 
list that you would use 

to help us distribute  
information about this 

project? 
 

If so, please contact  
Andrea Poley 

at 270-4557 or 
andrea.poley@troyny.org  
 
 

Visit us online: www.TroyNet.net/brownfields 



Visit us online: www.TroyNet.net/brownfields 

Revitalizing the Working Waterfront  
www.TroyNet.net/brownfields.  

For More Information Contact: 
Fredrick Ring 
Department of Public Works 
Bureau of Engineering 
Troy City Hall 
One Monument Square 
 
Phone: (518) 270-4577 
Fax: (518) 270-4642 
Email: Fred.Ring@troyny.org 
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program. 

Second, it will allow interested 
community members to learn 
more about Brownfields as-
sessment and the sampling 
techniques that will be used to 
assess environmental contami-
nation in South Troy. 

The City hopes that all inter-
ested parties will attend the 
meeting and also stay informed 
by means of the project web-
site at  

On Wednesday, April 23rd at 
7:00 PM the City of Troy will 
host the third Community 
Meeting for the South Troy 
Brownfields Pilot Program at 
the Polish American Club at 
507 First Street in South 
Troy. 

This meeting, open to the 
general public, will serve two 
purposes.   

First, it will be  an opportu-
nity for the public to provide 
feedback on the three sites 
the City has selected for  
environmental testing under 
the USEPA Brownfields  

Community Meeting Wednesday, April 23rd 

Community Meeting 
Wednesday 

April 23, 2002 
7:00 PM 

Polish American Club 



South Troy Brownfields Task Force 

South Troy Brownfields Task Force 

Mr. Al Aumenta 
South Troy Neighborhood Watch 
519 First Street 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 274-6101 
Email:  alaum@emdc.com  
   
Ms. Denise Ayers 
Rensselaer County Department of 
Health 
1600 7th Ave 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 270-2626 
Email:  dayers@rensco.com 
 
Mr. Tom Blair 
Bruno Machinery 
1 Madison St 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 271-0551 x29 
Email:  tomb@brunomachinery.com
     
Mr. Jack Bonesteel 
Rensselaer County IDA 
1600 7th Ave 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 270-2988 
Email:  jbonesteel@rensco.com 
 
Ms. Lee Boyle 
South Central  
Neighborhood Association 
243 Second Street 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 270-7846 
 
     

Mr. Chuck  Boylen 
Professor of Biology 
6 Eaton Rd 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 276-8430 
Email:  boylec@rpi.edu 
 
Ms. Lynn Bradley 
Troy Savings Bank 
Second and State Streets 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 270-4915 
 
  
    
Ms. Carolin Collier 
City Council 
34 Crockett Ave 
Troy, NY 12180 
 
  
 
Mr. Eric Daillie 
Rensselaer County Greens 
PO Box 1674 
Troy, NY 12181-1674 
Phone: 273-8970 
Email:  edaillie@nycap.rr.co  
   
Mr. Tim Dufel 
Troy Dock & Marina 
37 Belle Ave 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 273-4553 
Email:  tdufelatrbc@aol.com 
 

Mr. Marty Dunbar 
Troy IDA 
210 Spring Ave 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 273-1708 
Email:  Martin.Dunbar@troyny.org
     
Mr. Joe Fama 
TAP 
210 River St 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 274-3050 x11 
Email:  famajoe@aol.com 
 
 
Mr. Daniel Geraghty 
DOH 
547 River Street Room 300 
Troy, NY 12180 
Email:  drg@health.state.ny.us 
 
 
Ms. Linda Hill 
Niagara Mohawk 
1125 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12204 
Phone: 433-3691 
Email:  linda.hill@us.ngrid.com 
  
Mr. Ralph Keating 
NYSDEC 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233-7012 
Phone: 402-9775 
Email:  rxkeatin@gw.dec.state.ny.us
     

The South Troy Brownfields Task Force meets regularly to provide input to the City regarding the South Troy Brownfields 
Project.  Task Force members are responsible for to reviewing all work done by the Consultant Team and contributing 
their viewpoint and expertise to the process.   
 
The Task Force includes broad representation of all impacted stakeholders, including local businesses, neighborhood 
residents, concerned not-for-profit organizations and community groups, and government agencies.  

Continued on Reverse ► 



Task Force (continued) 

Ms. Lynn Kopka 
Washington Park Association 
195 Second Street 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 274-6434 
Email:  Lynn.Kopka@troyny.org 
 
 
Ms. Jennifer Krausnick 
Center for Economic Growth 
63 State Street 
Albany, NY 12207 
Phone: 465-8975 x231 
Email:  jenniferk@ceg.org 
 
Mr. Ronald LaPorte 
Russell Sage 
45 Ferry St 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 244-2000 
Email:  laporr@sage.edu 

Ms. Deborah Nazon 
PhD Brownfields 
111 Chancellor Drive 
Guilderland, NY 12084 
Email:  nazond@rpi.edu  
   
 
 
Mr. Bill Rourke 
Planning Commission 
2 Highpointe Drive 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 237-9006 
Email:  wrourke@nycap.rr.com 
 
Mr. Jeff Sperry 
C. B. Richard Ellis 
255 Washington Ave 
Albany, NY 12205 
Phone: 452-2700 x114 
Email:  jsperry@cbre.com
   

Ms. Kathy Tremblay 
Stow Avenue  
Neighborhood Association 
14 Cottage Street 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 274-3669 
Email:  Kathy9456@aol.com 
 
Ms. Nina Tripodi 
105 Hill 
Troy, NY 12180 
Phone: 274-4032 
Email:  triptroy1@msn.com  
  
 
Mr. Russ Ziemba 
Historic Action Network 
1813 Highland Avenue 
Troy, NY 12180  
Phone: 272-1539 




